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QIE GERMAN ARDENNES GOUNTE.ROFFEN"TE
16 DECEMBER 1944-2 JANUARY 1946

INTRODUCT ION

On 6 June 1944'the All_l.ied Armies under the command of General
Dwight D. Bilsenhower came over the beaches of Normandy, embarked
upon the Iinvasion of the continent to bring to a successful ocon-
‘clusion the war in Europe by destruction of the German field foroces
in the west.

'Soven weeka later they hed captured the port of Cherbourg,
cleared the Cotentin peninsula of enemy forces and were dispoaéd
generally é,oross the base of the peninsula, a distance of approx-
imately 60 miles. |

Breaking out of the narrow.confines of the Qotentin, they
swept eastward end northward through France and Belgium, olosely
pursulng the defeatod German Armies. By 12 September 1944 thoy were
disposed generally along the Maginot line in the south end the West
Wall in the north, extended from Switzerland to the North Seae

Déeming it advisable to oontinue carrying the war to the en-
omy 111 gplte of shortages of men and supplies, the Allies had By a
series of offensives succeeded in olosing up to the Germen frontier,
and had penetrated the West Wall in two areas, near Asochosn on the.
nor'i:h gnd the Saar in the south.

- The Germans were fighting on three fronts: the Eastern, or
Russian, the Southern, or Italian and the Western Fromt. Severely
defeated in France the preceeding summer, losing ground asteadily on
the Russlan and Italian fronts, they were hard pressed to meet the
demands upon their manpower and supplies. Thelr total defeat seemed
imminent, . _
| Suddenly, on 16 December 1944 four German Armies emsrged from
the shelter of the West Wall to launch an offensive which wae to cuise
the First U. 8. Army to reel back in confueion and disorder; and to
foree the Allies to conoemtrate the major elements of three additional
armies to limit the penetration and restore the lines,
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The events ol the proceeding sumuer had foroe!zpon the Allied
High command.oertain decisions, whioh in the process of executlon,
sot the atage across which the once mlghty Nazi war machine was to
. 1launch ite last great offensive in World War Il. I% 1s neocessary,
therefore, in order to propsrly present the background, to review
to some'extent, those aventa. It 1s also of value to examine the
German plens and preparations which enablad them to regein for.a
short period, the initiative they lost when the Allies inveded the
continent, (See Map A)

ALLIED SITUATION

By mid-Septenber 1944 the Allled’'drive through Northern France
had come to a halt as the tanks, out of gasoline, sputtered to.a
stop agalnst the German West Walle The enormity of the succeass
had caught the Allied High Command unﬁrepared for full exploita=
tione Supply lines had been extended to s point where pfoper gup=
ply of front line unlts was impossibles Cherbourg was the only major
port available to the Allles and extensive damage to the dooking

Paoilities and skillful use of the acoustic mine by the Germans pre~
oluded its fullest uses The bulk of the supplies was still being

. brought_d*er the beaches of Normendy. Once ashore the diffioulties
of transporting them 376 miles to the frontline divisions wers
enormous. Added to the German destruction of rail squipment and
highway bridges was that inflicted by the Allied Air Foros in its
.atratagy of battlsfield isolation, In the faoce of these difficul-
ties SCHAEF must, to successfully proseoute the war, supply its
armies during reorganization and asccumilate suffioient supplles and
materiel to support future offenaives. (1)

The Allied High Command was faced elso with the deocision of
how beat to pemetrate the heart of Germany and bring to a success-
ful conolusion the invasion of the continents Twe possible routes
of advence were offered, and as usual in such cases two schools of
thought existed es to the best approach. Field Marshall Montgomery,

(1) A p-37,38
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the commander of Wb 2lst (Br.) Army Group, suppongi by other ele~
ments of the British High Commend and British public opinion urged
the qtilization of the approach offered by the North German plains
as the shortest and most logical route since its Terrain favored the
teoticnl use of armore On the other hand, General Omar Bradley,
‘éomménder of the 12th Army Group (U. 8.) ably supported by General
Potton, commendser of the Third U. 8. Army favored the advantages
offered by the Frankfort Gepe In es mich as the northern route
would be largely a British effort and the Franlkfort Gap would be
largely U. S+ much pressure was brought to bear upon the Supreme
Oommander by both protag@nists. Gensrel Eisenhowsr arrived at a
decision which inecluded both proposals. He would olose up to the
Rhine with all armies and endeavor to destroy the bulk of the Ger-
man forces west of the Rhine., There he would halt, regroup, and re-
supply and prooceed ‘te invade the heart of Germany by the northern
route. {2) .

Whether or not the decision wes wlse wlll be a matter of de-
bate for decades. It did, however, present meny diffiocultles. In
order to put the deoilsion 1nto effect 1t was nesocasary to carry on
offensives along a large part of a 625 mile front. Adéquate do=
fenses had to be established over the remminder. BSupplles must be
aocumuléted to support the offensives. Reinforcementa musit be pro-
vided to maintain the strength of the front line divisions. New
dlvisions must be brought over from the United States in order to
man adequately the long tortuous 626 mile front now held by the
Allies. -

Acocordingly, SCHAEF ordered the Commander of the 2lst Army
Group to olear the Scheldt estuary of German forces to make the port
of Antwerp, one of the largest ports in Burops, available to the
Allies. Here a mass of highways and railroads branched out to the

east, north and south providing adequate means of transporbation

(2) A p4d-44F p-62
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onoe the supplies were ashore. By 3 November Fleld Marshall Mont~
gomery had oleared the area and by'the latter part of November the
port was in full operation. (3}

The reinforoement problem was not so easily solved, however.
The demands upon menpower as the Allied units were disposed along the
West Wall were emormouss Prior to the breakthrough at §t. Lo the
line of defense extended from Lessay on the west comst of the o

tentin peninsule, in Normandy, roughly eestward through'sf..Lo and

_ann thence to the English Channel. The sector oocupied by the First

Ue S. Army was approximately 40 miles in length. Its sector on 16 Deo~
eastfof Luxembourg-to Grosbeck on the Meuse River north of Maag~
tricht, a distence of spproximately 165 miles. The southern portion

of the seotor traversed the Ardennes Forest area generally along the

‘German border. Eastward of this ling lay the Eifel area, the ex~

tension of the Ardemnes topography into the Bhineland. In ages past

7", mountain renge as high as the present day Alps.#".i;hfuries of ero~

8ion had reduced 1t to an area of gently rolling to high pointed

- hills interspersed with narrow valleyss Numerous primary roads fol-

low the valleys, secondary roads are‘almost nonexlatente It is lde-

ally suited to defenses It is poorly adapted to offensive operationse (4)

The northern seotor of the First Army offered better opportunw
ities for offenses As & result of an offensive launched on 2 October
1944 Agchen fell on the 21st, Immediately plens were made for regroup-
ingﬁggsupply for a further offensive to galn tha Roer River and Durene.
Onoe these objectivaa were gained the approach across the plains to -
the Uologne-Bonn ares on the Ruine was over terrain favorable to

dhe @ilics Lper it
armors Limited offerisives were cerrisd on prior to the offensive

.which opened on 16 November. Gaing were not substantiql, due to had

weather and the stubborn defense of the German troops. Cagualties

were extremely heavye

(3) B p67 (4) C-Situation Map #4; I Map #20
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It now.beomn.ppa}'en-b that a crossing of 'bhe.ar River below
Duren was impractical since the dems on the upper reaches of the
Roer and on the Urft River, its tributary, remsined in German hands.
Bfforts to destroy them by air had failed. Should the First Army
bffect-a orossing below these dems the Germans could by flooding
the Roerlvalley isolate the troops on the eagt, bank 1eaviﬁg them
to the meroy of the Germhn 8ixth Panzer Army laying in weit for the
Roer crossing, on the plains in front of Cologne. (5)

Accordingly, General Bradley directed that the dams be seized
by an attack northeastward from the vicinity of Monschau toward
Schmidt. This attack by the 99th, 2nd, 78th and 8th Infantry Di-
vislons with CCB of 9th Armored was lauhched on the morning of the
13 Dacémber 1944 and was continuing with slow progress when the Ger-
man attack came on 16 December 1944. '

Through Qotober and November a total of 17 divisions were used
by the First and Ninth U. 8. Armies in the Aachen Sestor. Defense

wag stubborn and losses were hsavy. Battle meuled divislons were

‘withdrawn and placed in the defensive positions in the Ardemnnes to

relieve divisions for commitment in the Aachen salient. (8)
Elgewhere lin the Allied front}in ordsr to carry out the Su-

_ pram@ dommander'a plans to close to the Rhine, various offensives

weré'being launched. The opsration 4o open the pdrt of Antwerp
had been delayed to free troops for & combined land and airbornme
operétion in an attempt'té seoure bridgeheads over'the lower Rhine
beyond the West Wall. Though severs losses were sustained, the
offensive fell short of its objective and resulted only in securs
ing bridgehesds over the Maas and Waal. It also served to bring
the British Seﬁqnd and Cenadian First Armies generally on a line
with the 12th Army Group to the south. (7)'

South of the Ardennes the Third U. 8. Army had reduced Metz and

byﬁaséed its surrounding fortresses, which were reduced by 13 Decem-

“ber, and advenced to the Sasr River and made contect with the West

(6) B p=60 © p=97 (8) B p-60 (7) A p-39 B p-B6 -
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Wall over a 18 migarea. Thers it halted for regrouping snd re-
supply and prepared for en attack which was acheduled to jump off
in 19 Decewber. (8)

| On the Third Army's right flank the 6th Army Group composed of
the Sevgpth U. §. and French Pirgt Armies/by e series of attacks
through the month of Nevenmber,succeeded in gaining the uppsr reach-
o8 of the Rhine at Strasbourg.

Thess offensives encountered severe realstance and the cost in
men and supplies was ﬁeavy. As the intensity of the fighting in-
creased the manpower problem increased to plague the Allied High
qumand- Britein, her humen resources impoverished by five years
- of war, of which three years were a series of bitter defeats, had
long since soraped the bottom of its manpower barrel. France had
yet to recuperate from four yearg of occupation by the Germans,

The oniy remaining source was the United States. (8) | |
| Early in Ocbober General George i&a‘rahall, U. 8. Chief of Staff,
visited the Allied Armies in the Western Front. He dlscovered that
many divisions had been in almost constant combabt since the Nore
mndy landing and consequently ordered shipped immediately the regi~
ments of § of 11 infantry divisions still in_training in the States,

Committed to a global war, the United Stabes, while wealthy in man-
power resources was having difficulty meeting the requirements of -
properly brained dlvisions and relnforcements necessary o the glob=-
al effort. (8)

Géloulatad rigks are inherent in all military operationse This
was no.exception. If offensives waere to be mounted sufficlent troops
must be pfovided to mount. them. This then necessltated heavy con-
centrations in certain vital afaas. Since avallable divisions ware
insuffioient to defend properly the entire Wbétern Front , some areas
mist then be thinly held,

The area chosen was the Ardemnnes. (It was an area well suited
to defense and poorly suited to offenses ¥o cbjeotives of impor-
(8) & p-t 3 |
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tance ﬁare located in rear of the 1ihea.within reasonable atriking
distance of the Germema., True, the Germans had ettmcked through the
region in 1914 and #gain in 1940, but things were different then.

In both instances the German war mechine was at the height of 1te
effiocienoy. But now it had been badly defested the preceeding

summer in Franoee. It was not likely to risk its slender resources

. in an area where the prosﬁect_of deoisive gein offered so little

hopes (9)

Meanwhile the Firat Army oontinued to use the Ardennes sector
es a rest arsa for its battle weary divisions, also to provide new-
ly arrived units further tréining in contact with the enemy in a
quiet sector. (10)

On 13 December 1944 the First Army was composed of three Corpsi
the-vII_Uorﬁs on the north, adjacent to the Ninth U. 8+ Army, the
¥ Corps was in the center, while on the south over the Ardennes
area was VIII Corps commanded by Major General Troy H. Middleton.
VII1 Corps had‘come under First Army control on 22 Qotober 1944
when the Ninth U. 8, Army whioh had for & short period operated in
the southern part of the Ardennes following 1ts release from the
Brittany peninsuls, moved north adjacent to Firat Army's left flank.
Originally composed of three infantry dlvislons, the 4th, 8th and
83rd, there had been a constant change in its order_of battle as
battle socarred divisions replaced those in the line, while the re-
placed diviaions went north to partake in the offensives belng mount-
iﬁ the Aachen sectors On 30 Sepﬁembagjégd Division replaoced the 4th

while the 4th moved northward to be badly mauled in the Hurtgen for-

"~ este On the 14 Novenber the 28th Division after severe losses in

the fighbing in the Hurtgen erea relieved the Bth Division in the
center of ths VIII Corps sector; while the 8th went horthward to par=

" tleipate in the fighting southeagt of Aschen. On 12 December the

4th Division was removed from the line after hesvy casualtiss end

replaced the 83rd Division on the south flank of the Corps'aeator.

{8) A p-44 B p-62 (10) F p-78



| The 83rd moved northward to take over the area formerly held by the
4th. On the north flank lay the 2nd Division, On 10 Decenber the.
106th Infantry Division relieved the 2nd while the second moved north-
ward to partioipate in the attack on Schmidt. The 14th Cavalry Group
was attached to the 106th and placed on its left flank, It filled

& smell gap in the line, aﬁd beiﬁg'mdbile ocould maintein contact
with the attaoking 99th Division on its lefts (11)

; The demand for additional divisions in the offensives in the

‘J_ Aechen area was so great that the 106th Division was brought over
from Englend ahead of schedule. Landing on the continent early in
Decermber it had been transported by trucks to its positions facing
the West Wall in bitter freezing weathers Untried in battle, not
#cclimated to the severlty of an Ardennes winter it was 1ll prepared

for the blow it was to receive less than a week laters (12)

In wid=-October the gth Armored Division wes assignadlto Vi1l
Cotps to provide a reserve for the defense. Its three combat com-
mands wers sproad over the 80 mile asctors On 12 December (ombat
Coﬁmand Baker of the division moved northward to provide a reserve
and an exploltstion force for the offensive being launched toward the
~ Roer River dams on 13 Decembers Oﬁ 10 Deceniber GCA had gone in to
the line on the 28th Division's right flank. (13)

The defense in the area conslsted of a series of strong points
with great gaps 1n between them, Troopg were apread too thin to
provide auffidient depth, Nor ocould the one combat command of the
9th Armored Division be considered sufficient reserve over so large
_#ﬁ areas Moreover, in a letter of instructions issued by First
Army on 6 December 1944 fIII Corps was “to’continue its previous
&ﬁéaion of conducting agressive.defense within the Corps Zone and.
bs prepared %o advance;ﬁn_ﬁgy;ggz on Army order"s Offense was the
- keynote of the Allied ﬁoliay and defense was organized only to im-
plement that policy. (14)

Thus we £ind that in the ares whers the Nazi war machine was _
" (11) © p-78,88,87 (12) F p~77 (13) C p-98 (14) C p-88 F p~79
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tp strike on the’orning of 16 Decerber 1944 the glowing order of

‘battles On the north, in the V¥ Corps seotor the 99th and 2nd Infen-

try Divisions attacking toward the Roer River dams. On the north
flank of the VIII Corps sector'filling & small gap lay the 14 Cav-
alry OGroup, attached to the 106th Infantry Division which was re-
sponsible for the Corpas' left flanks In the center was the 28th Infan-
try Division with GCA, 9th Armored Division, while on the soﬁth flank
the line was oocupied by the 4th Infantry Division. One combat oom= -
mend of the 9th Armored Difiaion provided the regerve. Three infan-
try divieions, one armored division, and a recomnaissance unit dew
fended o line of approximately 80 miles in length. Of the divisions
two wafe resuperating from recent severe losses in the Hurtgen For-
est. The third was receiving its battle indootrination. The reserve
lacked battle experience. (15)

Thus the stage was ast.

THE GERMAN PLANS AND PREPARATIONS

Behind tho Wet Wall during the oritioal fall months of 1944 the
German High Commsnd alsc had its problems. BSeverely defeated in France
during the preceeding summer montha they had, howsver, salvaged more
than was then reallzed by the Allied High Command. PFighting cores

of divisions and armies were in most instances retained. The faot

that the German Commend avoided a major battle after the Falamise Gap
'indicates'a planned withdrawale The Seventh, Fifteenth and Fifth Pan-

zer Armies by a series of covering actions sucecseded in remching the
shel ter of.the West Wall, the Pifteenth in the north facing the Brit-
ish, the Seventh barring the approaoh_to Cologne,.the'Fifth Panzer
further south joining with the First and Nineteenth Armies. (16)

" Prue, the Allied pursuit had moved too fast to permit the Germen
Armies to form on one of the many possible defense lines short of
the West Welle But the Allied supply lines, stretohed elmost to the

breaking point slowed the paoe of the advancing armies and provided

'the fermans much needed time.

(15) ¢ p-97 (16) ¢ p-51
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September and October were months of extreme actlvity in reorgan-
ization. Drastic measures were needed and drastic measures were taken.
. An Intensive comb-out of German menpower produced an. estimated

230,000 men for the defense of the West Wall. Of these 100,600 ware
used to fofm fresh divisions, the Volks Grenadiers, 50,000 were used
é.a replacemsnts in battle depleted divisions, 20,000 were formed iﬁto
GHG Troops while 50;000 wore members of fortress battalions with soms
previous training. Many wore "ersatz' infantrynmqyair force and naval
personnel given a fow days infantry tralning and assigned to combat

unitse (17) o

The fortress‘baftaliona, 70 in all proved a velusble asset.

- Taken over by the Headquarters of divisions badly mauled in the fighte
ing In France they formed the ocore of the Wbst Well defense during
the oritical period, Remnents of the divisions were then sent to the
rear for reorganization and resupply. Fighting from the well pre=-
pared positlons they were able to ﬁard off the Allied attecks, thus
enabling the Germens to ‘take their depleted Panzer Divisions from
the line for reorgenizetion and refitting. (17)

By proolamatidn all able bodied males from 15«80 years of age,
in the area between the West Wall aﬁd the Rhine, were made available
to Yhe army to work on.the fortifications, By the opening danys of
October order had been brought out éf the chaos in the Rhineland.
Paced at last with the defense of the sacred soil of their homeland
the German people hed responded to Herr Hitler's ory "Defend to the
last man and the last round". (17)

The problem of regaining the initimtive lost with the Allied
landings in Normandy'was Herr Hitler's greatest concern. Severely
injured by the bomb in the attempt on his life on 20 Juiy 1944 and
confined to his bed he devoted his time primarily to the military
situation. Obsessed with the idea of attackiﬂitlartin early Sep-
tember informed Field Marshall Wilhelm Keltel, Chief of Wermecht
High Command and Colonel General Alfred Jodl, Ghief of the Armed
(27) ¢ p-57 |
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Forces QOperation Staff that the initiatiﬁe was to be regained.

8ince the decislon had been made to oouﬁterattaok, the problem
remained to select the areas Analyzing the situation on the various
fronts on which they were engaged, they arrived at the conolusion
_ thatlthe Western Front offered the beat oéportunity for declslve
resultse The Allled supply problem had yet to be solved. Moreover
 the Allies were still weak in man power. Redisposed elong the Wost
Wall after the narrow conflnes of the Horﬁandy perimeter, the lineé
were thinly held. The Germang were well aware of this situation.
Alad Hitler's contempt for democracies led him to believe that their
will to win was weak and that a severe defeat on the Wesbtorn Frout
might possibly force them out of the wars (18)

It remained for Hitler himself to select the Ardennes sector
for the attackes Learﬁing thet ohly four Ue So divisions defended the
area he direoted Jodl to submit & detailed plen at the sarliest pos-
sible dates It was to be & thrust through the A&dennes acrogs ‘the
Meuse thence to Antwerp. The port with its ocommnieation lines to
the southeast toward Lioge was to be seized, thereby throttling the
British and U. Se divisions in the northe (18) (19) C-Map opp p-104
(See Map C)

In spite of the heavy Allied bombing raids the Germans had mir-
aculously been able to inerease their production in tanks, arﬁillery
and ammnition, chiefly by the expedient of moving their vital planta‘
underground. Their greatest problem was fuel, but by reducling the
allowances to other fronts a sufficient quantity was acoumilated for
the attacke They were weak in the air, and though the Luftwaffe wes
to concentrate all its available planes to support the attack it
mist be so timed that the massing of the troops immediately prior
bo the attack could be done in weather unfavorable to air reconn-
aissences Also the first few deys of the attack should have the bene-
fit of weather unfavofable to the Allied Alr Foroe, fhus denying
fhem the advantege of their air.aupariority.- (18)

(18) F p-4~45 inol.
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The wettest fall aend winter in years proved of immeasurable
assistance to the Germans perticularly in the North where the flood-
od valleys of the Roer, Waal and Rhine Rivers emsbled them to defend
with fewer men than would have otherwise been possibles This Embled
them to withdrew divisions for reorganization and refi'h'llz.ing, and alao
toe give their Volkagrenadier divisions battle indectrination under
favorable condltions. (20)

The 8ixth Panzer Army was orgenized with remnants of panzer divi-
gions withdrawn from the line, In mid-November it moved from its
position deep in Germeny %o the plains in front of Golognes There
it served a dual purpose, to counteratiback should the Alllies succeed
in erossing the Roer River and further, %o -c-onfuael.n.llied Intolligenocs
a8 Yo fhé role for which it was i:rims.rily intended, ocommittment in
the coming attaok. {21) |

“The Sixth Panzer Army was composed of two Panzer Corps, the I
and II, with & total of 4 Panzer Divisions plus the 180 Panger Brigade
and elements of the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division and 2 infantry divi-
' sionse The command was glven to Joseph "Sepp" Dletrich, ranking
\"Iefi'a'n B85 officer iﬁ-Germahy. A fanatic loyal Nazi,-a fact to which
he owed hls assignment, he 19.31:9& the training and experlence to com-
mand an armye (21) (22) _

The. prepai’ation of the Fifth Panzer Army for its part in the
attack was more of a froblem. Moved northward in mid-September ffom
positions facing the Third U. S. Army to the Aachen area 1t parti-
oipated in the defense of thet oclty. Withdrawing prior to its surren-
der, it became a soreening force covering the entiré area.-inlfront_
of the Ruhr Industrial distriote Here began the refitting process, .
but many of the divisions which were'intended for inelusion in the
foroe were committed elsewhere, first east of Aachen, then in Holland
and agaln in the south, west of the Saar industrial area. (23)

During the latter part of November the Fifteenth Army moved
(20) A p-42 6. p-68 (21) C p-83 (22) P p-20-23 (23) P p-26-26
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south to relieve thd Fifth Panzer which moved further sowth to Ko-
blenze. Both armles now entered the final weeks of preparation. (24)

-Surprlise is an essential element in a successful attack. The
Germﬁhs took elaborate precautions to preserve secrecy. Originally
glven tho code name of "Wacht Am Rhein" in order to deceive Allied
Intelligence in to belisving the projeoted attadc was defensive in
characfer should it becoms known, it waes later changed to a code name
mord in character "Herbatuebel! {Autumm Smoké). During the early
stages of planning only Headquarters 8taff Officers were sware of its
true nature, Hitler's 1ong.standing migtrust of the high ranking
Army officers was inoreased by the attempt on his life by a ollgue
which included members of the Genorsl Staff Corpss Even Fieid Marsh-
all Von Rundstedt and Model, Commander in Chief of the West and Command«
er of Army Group YB® respectivsly, hera'unawaré_of the projected plans
until the latter part of Ooctober. As it became necessgary that subor
dinate officers be informed they were forced to sign a pledge of
secrecy under the penalty of being shote Mention of the plans by
normal means of communication was forbldden. Only officer couriers
were to be trusted with necessary messages and planse Even they
could not fly west of the Rhine. {25)

' Trolop movements west of the Rhine in the build up weré for-
bidden except at night. Dufing daylight houré all tanks, artillery
and bridging equipment wers carefﬁlly hidden. (25)

The tentative date for the attack was set as 26 November.- Late
in Ootober Field Marshalls Von Rundstedt and Model were informed, gi&en
the plans of the operation and ordered to study them thoroughly and
submit their views and'qommsnts. {26) '

Though worked cut in minute detmil the plan was essentially
simples The Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armies wore to make the thrust,
the Sixth on the north advancing .iith its right flank generally fol-
lowing the line Elsenborn and Bpa and to oross tho Meuse River at
| Buy and other points hetweeﬁ Huy end Liege, thence %o Antwerpe
'(24) C p 83-84 (26) F p-37,42,43 (26) F p-27
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The Fifth on the gouth was o advance with its left flank gener-
Ially on the line Wiltz, Bgstogne, 8t, Huﬁert, Celles and Dinant,
foroe.orossings of' the Meﬂae at Dinant and Namur and thence to Bfua-
sels and Louvaines On the north flank the LXVII Corps of the Fifw
toenth Army wae to enter ths_afea of penetration on the right flank
of fhef81xth Panzer Army then swing north to fhe northern slopes of
- the Blsenborn Rldge ganerally on the line Mubzenioh,Verviers, Bpa and
Llege and block off the area of heavy concentration of First U. 8.
Army divisionse On the south the Seventh Army was to perform the
game funotion for the PFifth Panzer, forming on a line e:tending gon=-
 erally from.Echternaoh, to Neufohatean to Givet on the Meuse, guard-
ing against Patton's divisions fﬁrther souths Infiltration parties
- were to selze Meuse Rlver bridges in the wlolnity of Huye A para-
ohute battalion was to be dropped in Fhe vieinity of Eupen to blook
the main highway south to Mbnschau, ﬁo asslst the blooking force.
Onoce the Meuse was orossed the Fifteenth.knny was ‘to launch an attack
toward Maagtricht from the northeasts Diversiomary atteoks were
planned towafd Antwerp from the north and against the Seventh U. S.
end Pirst French Armies in the southe {27)

After a sbudy of the plans-Rundatedt and Model suggested thab
the attaock be a double envelopment, the southern thrust to strike in
the vieinlty of Monschasu and swing northward east of Lieges The
northern pincer would attack north and east of Maestricht and drive
up the Meuse Rivers The two binoefs would Join and destroy the
Pirst Army troops oconcentrated in the area for the drive on Cologne.
Should this not ﬁe approved, they then recommended that the attack
planned fbr the Fifteenth Army toward Meastricht be oanceled and
the troops to be committed there diverted to strengthen the Ardennes
thruste (28) |

~ Hitler, backed by Keltel and Jodl, refused to consider the
changas réoamn@adad;.: The poseible reward was much less then in the
original_ppqusalo That the objéotivea of the Ardemnes thrust might
(27) € 103-004 (28) F p-28,29
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be beyond the capabilities of the resources available did not ocour
.' %?lbhe ex=oorporal of World We.i' I. The Ardermes attaok would Ibe_ oaTw-
r:i.ed”out a8 planned, with Antwerp as the objective. Ho*bhing‘.éhort
of that would satisfy Herr Hitlers (28) | |
Rundstedt, apparently feeling that the plan could never suoccead,
_ :d_ivorced himgelf from further effort other than supply administra-
tion rel_a'ting to the attadk. Model , however, whose cormmand, Army
@roup "B", would bear the responsibility emtered enthusiastically
into the pla.nn:’gng. A well trained and ocompetent field commander, he
was also & loyal Hitler supporter. General Der Panzer Truppen
VYon Manﬁeﬁfel, whose Fifth Panzer &fmy was to make the southern
thrust was not so eager. Reallzing that unless extreme good fortune
wes to favor the atiack Antwerp was hopelessly out of reach, he |
_aobofdingly made plans which were to ’caké him only to the Meuse
Rivers He would meke further plans if the necessity arose. A com-
petent field commender and a mastor of armored taotlies his e.d_vanoe
elemonts were to reach e pbin’c four miles from the Meusse where the
river was visible in the distances. One can but gpeaulate on what
8UC0SES might heve been achieved with the resources provid'ed for the
northern thrust had Monteufells competence been prosent. (28)
| A total of tweﬁ'by eight divisions were tentatively allotted.
The Sixth Panzer, making the primary thrust was to receive the moat
generdus. ellotment, Four §8 Penger divisions plﬁs pengzer oleménts.
squal to-a fifth divilsion, end two infantry divisions: were subordi-
nated to the 8ixth for the opening attack. Mamed in excess of 1ts
table of organization, 100% equipped it was well prapared for the
Jump offs Manteufelts Fiftﬂ Penzer Army did not fare so well. 66 Tt E;
to 80% equipped his divisions wore also wnderstrengths ~Initially his
aIMy was oompos.ed of three panzer divisions and three Volks Gren-
adier divisiona. (29) !

Attached to the Sixth Panzer Army was the 160 Panzer Brigade.
Using Ue Se equipment, uniforms, weapons and insignia it was %o
(28) P p 28-20 (20) F p-12
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.paas through the advance elements once §te. ¥ith had been reached
snd move swiftly toward the Msuse River selsing supply installations
oh the way and oreating havoe with rear obnmnigations, It was then
to seize the Msuse River bridges. Known by the code name of "Grief"
though it eccomplished nothing taotically it was to have oonside
erable peychologloal effeot on the Allied foreese Road blocks were
established as far west as Paris in an effort to blooic parties whioch
‘'were still in rear of the German leading unitse. (29)

Hi‘bler's Generals were not yet remdy on the tentative date of
26 Novembere Fighting in the Roer River area had made it impossible
to withdraw some of the ear marked divisions in time for refitting.
Hitler relud'blantly consented to postponement to 10 Den;amber. When
~ that date arrived he agein agreed to a postponement to the 15 Decem-
~ ber since weather forecasts preciio'béd that the weather conditions
would be more favorable on that dates (30) |
_ The Seventh Army, commanded by an artillery genmersl, Brandene
| berger,was already in position holding that part of the line. The
Fifth and 8ixth Panszer Armies began olosing In to assembly areas
in the wooded terrain behind the West Walle Extrems precautions
wore taken to preserve secrecy. On the evening of the 15 December
they were moved to the final asgembly areas. from which they would
Jump off on the next morning. (31) ‘

Fa;eing the Weat Wall, the Americen troops were bliasfully une
sware of the impending blowe TU. 8Se Army Intelligence had succeed-
od in gathering sufficlent evidenoe to support the assumption of an
impending ettaoke The bulldup of the Sixth Panzer Army had been re-
ported and the movement of the Fifth Panrer Army to Goblenz opposite
the Ardennes was known as was the southward shift of the Fifteenth
' w. _Captured Germans reported that an attack was planned. Allied
air recommaissance reported s troop buildup in the Joblenz area

in Novembere A German woman reported to VIII Corps on 14 Decembor
(20) C p-104 (30) F p-42 (31) F p-45 (32) C p-84
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the presence of 1arge quentltlies of bridging equipment:in the same
"ares, & sure indication of offan.sive _plans, (32)

o While posseasing sufficient inroma.tion, the interpretation of
its btrue meaning was in errors The use of the code name "Wacht Am
Rhoin" led the German Army persomnel to believe that the plans were
defensive in oharacter and this belief wes transmittod to the Allled
I:_:;.telligenoe officera by the oajﬂmred T II_n any event, while
they realized the possibility of an attack thay_halieiaa 1t would -
oclme in the Aachen ssctor, saéking at most to recapture the olty as
a Christmas gift to Der Fuehrers The ares in which the attack was
made, and its enormity ceme as a complete surpriaa to the Allied

'High Oammand. (32)

| THE ATTACK

The Sohmee Eifel is a high, rugged and wooded ridge extending
in a northeasterly direction from the vicinity Bleialf to Ormont, a
_4151_:9.%109 of, roughly, ten miles. On the ridge lay two regiments of
'Ehe 1068th Division. The romaining regimen-b, the 424th lay Just %o
the aou‘ch, whils in the north the l4th Cavalry Group held the 1ine
northward to maintain oontact with the attacking 99th Divisione

Bither énd of the Schnee Bifel offers routes of approaoh to the
Amportant rail a.nd highway center of 8t. Vithe The north end offers
an approacsh to the Blgenborn Ridge, vital to the d.ttaokin‘g Germans,
to provide rosds and mueuver space and as an anchor polmt upon _
' ﬁhioh'to_bund_' the defense a;a.i_:_igt interference from the northe (34) .

At 05630 hours on ‘the 16 December the Germans opened with a heavy
a.x:tillpry barrage all along the Ardennes from the vidinity of Mute
S_miéh. north of Henaoh@u in the V Gorps seotor to Behternach near
the south flank o.i_‘ the VIII Corps. Directed at first on front line
aleﬁo:;ts_ aftor two hours it was shifted to rear area Installations.
- At 0700 hours Manteufel's LXVI Corps with two ix;fantry dlvislons, one
on. each end of the Schnse Eifel started moving up through the Amer-
(32) ¢ p~84 (33) 0 99-103 (34) O p 104-106
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ican liness At 0730 the attack further north by Dietrich's ISS
Panger Corps oqmpoaed of the lst and 12th 88 Panzer Divisions be-
gan the attack, the lst 88 Panger Division toward Bullingen, the
12th toward Monschaue North of Monschau the LIVII CGorps exscuted
a frombal attack against the attacking 2nd and 99th Divisions in
an abtempt to grin the northern slopes of Elsemborn Ridges (34)

The Znd and 99th U. 8. nivisiona,' attacking toward the Roer

River were not prepared for defenses Badly shaken they continued
to hold through the 16th and on the afternoon of the 17th permitted
their 1ines to be bent back to the southern slopes of Elsenborn
Ridge. Here they were to hold until the threat was eliminated,

- and their line provided the base upon whioh the First Army was to
bﬁild 1ts defense to oontain the @Germans, and later to counter=
abtacke (34). _

 The 14th Cavalyry Group had given way under pressure of the .
I 88 panzer Corps and the ridge oxtehding from the Sohnaé Blfel to
the Blsenborn was loste By the evening of 17 December 1944 e gep of

9 miles existede '.l‘hrdﬁgh this gap _j:he"la'b 88 Panzer Division

pourad enroute to sta.velo;l:.l (34)

The divislons enoireling 't:lhe Schnee-Bifel joined at Jchonberg

by mid—mofning of 17 December and were advencing on Ste Vith. (35)

© Gemeral Middleton, realizing the threat to Ste Vith on the 16th
had obtalned release of CCB, 9th Armored Division from ¥ Corps and

assigned to it the defense of that vital rail and highway centere (36)

'Fs.rther to the soufh_ in the 28th Infantry Division zone Man-
teufel's two Panzer Corps, the LVIII and XLVII, using both infentry
and tenks in the initial assault had driven the division back three
miless On the 17th the attack oarried to the ridge west of the Our

River and cut the mein north and south highwey weat of Marburg. (35)

In 'bhé zone of the 4th Infah'bry Division on the VIII Corps |

‘south flank the Seventh German Army sﬁﬁok éa.rly on the 16th. YLaok-
| ing the mobility of the armles bn the north Brandenberger oould not
(34) ¢ p104-108 (38) ¢ pl06-108
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move go faste The 4th U. S. Divisien with CCA, Tth Armored Divi-
sion succeeded in falling back acress the Sauer River, facing ':iQr'bh.
Though subjeoted to heavy attaoks the line was mainteined and was to
later forml_ the anchor upon which the Third U. S Army was to group its
forces for the counterattaok, (36) |

When word oflthe attack reached Generals Bisenhower and Bradley,
they were in oconferenos geeking a solution to the reinforcement prob-
leme While not yet cognizant of the strembth of the attack both were
- fully aware of the weakness of the defense in that area, Genersl |
Edisenhower suggested to Genéra.l Bradley that available armor be dis
patohed to the scene. Consequently the 10th Armored _Division. wit-
ing to participate in the offensive aoross the Saar Rivei' soheduled
to open on 19 December was moved northward to reinforoe the 4th Ine
i‘é.n-bry Divisions The Tth Armored Division in Ninth U. S. Army re-
sorve was released t VIII Corps and dispatched to St. Vith, where
1t was to ._uériw on the afterncon of the 17th. (36)

The Germsn paratroop drop in the vioinity of Bupen resulted in
total tactlcal fallure. B8oheduled for the eerly hours of 18 neoembex.'
bad weather foroed postponement until 2400 hours that days Inex-
perienced in nigh'b dropé the alr forse soattered the parechutists
over & large area. Only a few hundred met at the rendesvous and they
were ineffectusl. The promised support failed to arrive and the men
were rounded up by units of the Firét end Ninth U. 8. Armiese (37)

The psyochological effect was great, however. Allied troops in
large numbers were diverted to hun-bihg reported parachutists, while
one combat command of the 3rd Armoaréd Diviesion wag held in the vi~
oinity of Bupen in antisirborne defense when it was urgently needed
in the fight against the armored elements used in the attack,

| By the evening of 17 December two gip_s had béen mde ‘through
the gmerican lines. The o.pprbaoh over the ridge north of the Schnee
Bifel, nine miles in width was open and tho 188 Panzer Division was
moving throughs The southern gap, in 28 Division aector wes 10 ‘o
(358) © pl05-108 (368)8 p-62
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12 miles wide and moving through it were moving three armored and
two infantry divislons. (38) |

The "s'brength of the attack had become more apparent by midday
“on 17 Decembere It was evident that a m;jbr problem in containment
faced the Allied forces. The only theatre reserve available to
SCHARF were the two airbornme divisions, the 82nd and 10lste In
training ereas near Rheims, France, recuperating fror; the Holland -
drop in September, they were being prepared for a mission in the pro-
Jjected Rhine orossing. Refitting was incomplete. Meny of the offi-
cers and men were absent on leave or other duties. It was decided
to commit them, however, and they were ordered to cloge in to assembly
arees in the vicinity of Basbogne, Belgium, where a good road net
provided routes for movement to threatenad spots as the neocessity
arcase (39)

The 82nd Airborne Division was dispatohed first. Enroute to Bas-
togne its destination wss ohanged to Werbomont sinoe leading elements
of the 1838 Panger Div:lsioﬁ ware. moving westward along the Anbleve
River toward that town. The 101st Alrborne Division, dispatohed
in the late afternoon of 18 December proceeded to Bastogne. (39)

On 18 December the penetratlons wore extended. In the szone of
the 26th Infantry Division the Reserve Combat Commend of the Tth
Armored ﬁiviaion which had been committed in an attempt to stem the
tide oontinued wi-bhdrawing town‘d Bastogne. The 110th Regiment, in
thezone of the 28th Infantry had besn over run. The 11.2¢h Regiment
was withdrawing toward Ste Vith, as was the 424th Infantry Regiment
of the 106th Divisions The gap now extended from the wvieinity
of llonschau on the north to Bohternach on the south with the ex~
ception of the 422nd end 423rd Regiments of the 106th Division which
continued to hold out in the Sohnee Eifel. {40)

~ The 1st Us Se Dlvision, which began moving in to extend the
2=-99th Division line on EBlsenborn Ridge, on 17 December, wes in po~
sition end repulsed a heavy attack on the 18 Decembers The 12 88
(38) P p-116 © p 111-122 (39) B p-63 F p 119-120 (40) C p-110
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Panzer Division continued its attack to open the gap into the ridge
and olear the way for the II 6§ Panser Corps which was waiting in an
aasembly area in the vioinity of Schleiden, (41)

The 1 88 Panzer Division ocontinued westwarde Bypassing Male
medy the columm.eontinued on to Stavelot. There it foroed a orossing
over the Ambleve River and conbinued westward to Trois Pontss Abtempt-
ing to orosg-fhe 8alm River there, the leading elements were stopped
by & company of the 5lst Engineers Combat Battalion, who blew the
bridges Lacking bridging equipment, the colum then turned nerth,

i\_ﬂ'reoroaaing the Aubleve and headed up the valley on the north side of

\* ‘the rivers Findlng another bridge to the west across the Ambleve,
the column heeded wast again toward Werbomont. Hers agaln a company
of englneers, from the 291st Engineers Combat Battalion delayed his

' 1éading tanks and blew another bridgee Turning north again the column
was heavily bo:ﬁbad by & flight of P-47'se It halted south of Stéver
mont for the nighte. (42)

- The 30th Infantry Division was assigned to Flrst Army on the 17th.

I% began moving into position to extend the line west from Mslmedy.

" The flight of P-47's had reported the locatior of the 1 88 Panzer
Division's leading elements and in order to block thelr westward move-
.mpnt the 119th Regiment was dispabohed in a cireling movement to Wer- |
bomont end Stavemonte (42) | |
| The line on the north now extended from Butgenbach through Mal-
medy ‘to Stavelot. A reoorgenization of Firs-b Army now placed V Corps
facing south and southesst. VII Corps' boundary was shifted south
_to inolude Konzen and to exolude Bupen. V Oorps' east boundary ran
gemerally on a line from Malmedy to Verviers. (43) | |

Abtacks continued on the north flank on the 19the 12 88 Panger
Division moved westward and é't‘be,oked to the north toward Malmedy.

This attaock also fsileds The Gerx%s now began reinforeing the as-

saultiné corps on the north flank, -f‘é 835 .‘Eazlzer Division was ordered

(41) ¢ p-107 Situstion Map #8 (42) C p 107-110 F p 141-149 (¢ ) C p-108
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south around 8%, Vith which was still held by the 7th Armored aud
attached troopa. 9 88 Panzer Division and 15th Penzer Grenadler

‘Diviglons were dispatched westward to join the 12 88 Panzer Divi.-
sion on the agsault on the north shoulders 3 Panzer Division re=
inforoed the frontal attaok unite facing Elsenbornm Ridge. (43)

.!Ehe pattern of the attaock now became clear. The oomﬁpdgr_of
the German paratroop unii, Lieutenant Colonel Var Der Heyde, upon
surrender had disclosed the plans and confirmed the faot that
Antwerp was the objective, The ooﬁéimzing asseults on the north
shouider and flanks were further evidence that the impetus of the
| attack was to the north. Aocordingly, SCHAEF now actede Third Army
- postponed its soheduled offensive and prepared to attack to the north
on a gensral direction Bastogne-Colognes The 11th Armored Division
newly arrived on the continent wae ordered to the vicinity of Rheims
as Theatre reserve. The 17th Alrborne Division with several infan~
try divf_lqiona then in England wore ordoéed Immediately to the contine-
ent, (44) _

The 8ixth Army Group was to halt its offensiven end emxtend to
the left to hold the southern half of 'ﬂ;l.il_.‘d Army's seotore The 2let
Army Group was to place its reserwvs corps, the XXX, in the Brussels
aren to meet any thrust aoross the Mouse. (44) _

Meanwhile the two German infentry divisions the 18th and 62ad,
plue the Puehrer Escort Brigads were closing in on &te Vithe The
U. 8¢ 7th Armored Division had gone in to position north and east
of the town to a point in the 8t. Yith-‘?'leisalm highway near Petit
Thiers An atteck to relieve the two surrounded regiment of the
108th in the Sohmee Eifel wes halted by the westward pressure of the
@ormans. CO0B, 9th Armored Divi#ion extended the line soubth. 424th
and 112th Infentry Regiments were being forced back toward 8te. Vith.
These two regiments by the 19th emtbended the,liné south and west %o
form the U-ghaped defemse around the oitys (45)

(43) ¢ p-108 (44)' B p=63 (46) Situation Map #8
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By 18 Decem'b’(!OR, 9th Armored Division had '&1 foroeed back
to Longvilly seven miles east of Bastognes. COB, 10th Armored Divi.
sion, dispatched to Bastogne on the 17th had established road blooks
around the town. These two mrmored units blooked the German attaocks
giving the 10last Airborne Division time to consolidate its positions.
It had olosed in to Bastogne during 18-19 Decembers Originally sent
there to attack it was soon to be engulifed in the'deifenae of the
oitye (46)
A small detachment of engineers and other 'troops wore atill
holding out in Wiltz. Elements of the 110th Infantry Reglment,
28th Division were still holding out in isolated areas, positions
unknown. (47) |
The south shoulder continued to holds GCA, 10th Armored Di-
vision was counterattacking in conjunotion with elements of the 4th
Division. (47)
The 82nd Airborne Division had olosed in to an agsenbly area
in the vieinity of Werbsgenk. during the night of 18-18 December.
Going into pdaitions in line due south of Werbomont it hed moved
forward to the Ambleve- Salm Rivers, extemding south to Vielsalme
In so doing their left flank along the Ambleve River, together with ~
two battalions of 119th Infantry, 30th Division on the sast end south,
completed a ring around the leading elements of the 1 88 Panser Di-
~ visione . In the battle thet followed the German tankers abandoned
_their vehicles and-fil‘hé;‘ed back to the east and rejoined the assault
units. (48) .
~ %he attaok to gain.st. Vith., key t the routes leading west
still continued, .Mantau:{‘el had hoped 1o oocupy it on the 17th. He
hed kept his penzer divisions mpfing‘;mst through the existing gap
and kept his! infanbry .agsaulting the town. Other than foreing slight
withdrawale in the U-sheped dofense the attacks had failed. He
now reinforo;ed his sssault unitse Proviocusly the Fuehrer Escort
Brigade had j:aen sent around to the north flank and arrived in
(48) © p-1oaf F p-178 G p=227 (47) € p-110 {(48) C p~113
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. position on 20 December facing the Tth Armored Division on the north
flank, On the 2131;' a ooofdimtad at'ba;ok was made on the town and
the defenders were driven back a short distance west of Ste Vithe
Losses were heavy and in the forced withdrawal many of the units _
"hed lost ooheslon. A 'defense line was has’cily ogbablished , however,
and '-bhe Germana, while gaining__lateml roads wéfe 5till denied access
%o the rowbes to the west. (49)

‘Meanwhile at 19 1330 December WIII Corps passed to the control
of Third U. 8. Avmy, the boundary re-~sstablished on the 1line Ste
~ Vith-Givet. Further changes were fortheomings At 20 1330 the en~
tire First and Ninth U. é; Armiss passed to the ocontrol of Zlst
Army Groupe The group boundary as laid down by Schaef ran east-
ward from @Givet to Prum then bent northward to Cologne. (60)

~ The aotion was prompted 5y'sévera1 influencing fa.cforé, the chief
being that the First end Third U. 8. Armies were out 1n two, a sixby
mile geap existing between them at the base of the penetration.
Radio oommmicetion was uncertain due to the westher and battle oon-
ditionse The Germans were oertﬁ.iﬁ to out the telephons cables. Fur~
ther, the impetua of the attmok was to the northe The Ninth and Firet
Us 8, Armles and the Second British Army were all needed to provide
adequate security for the vital objeotives north of the Meuse Rivers
A commender was needed to coordinate the thrae. ‘Undér the oircum-
at@oas Montgomery was the logical choice. ZThis metion caused a
storm of proteats It is still being oritiolsed. However, the orlti-
cism seems in most instances rather to be & defenss of General Omar
~ H. Bradley, who commended 12th Army Group. Gensral Bradley needs no
defense. (50)
 Bastogne was now surrounded and the Germans were assaulting
the defenses of the 10let Airborne Pivision. 4n impor'ba;nt rail
and highﬁray conter, it was becoming more vital to the sucocess of the
attecks Though the eity could be bypessed, and German Armor was
(49) € p 112-113 (50) B p~63 (B1) C p-114
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moying around it -bo.-bhe west it waa a considerable h.mdioa.p_. (51)

Third U. S Army was ilow preparing to attack to the rorth from
the vlolnity of Luxembourgs IXI Corps, with 80th-end 26th Infantry
Divisions and the 4th Armored Division was to attaok northward
astride the Arlon-Liege highway and relieve the 10lst Alrborme and
‘attached troopa in Bastogne. XII Corps, with the 4th and 6th In-
fantry Divisions plus COA, 101-,1;' Armored Divisions end CCR, 9th Armored
Division and the 2nd Cavalry Group was to continue to hold the west
benk of the Mosells River in its gone snd be propared to attaok to
‘the north on army orders Origin_.a.lly scheduled for 21 December it
6pene’d on the 22nd. VIII Corps, now badly disorganized, with 10lst
Alrborne Division, remmants of the 28th Infantry Division, plus
CCR, 9th Avmored and 00B, 10th Armored Division was to comtinue the
defe:![rse of the sector east of the Meuse River. (62)

: ;On the north the XVIII Alrborne Qorps had become operative on
19 quember, assuning oon-brol of the 30th, 84th, 106th, Infentry Di-
visl In_s,'Ban Airborne Division, 3rd Armored Division less CCA, Tth
Armored Division, and the 112th Infantry Regiment of the 28th In
fantry Division, The Corps Zons now extended west from Malmedy through
Stavelot, Stounont thenoe south to the vicinity of Viesalm, then west
%o the vicinity of Marche. (53)

\ VII Corps was rolleved of ity zone north of V Corps and on ‘the
22 December was assembling north of Marche, with 2nd Avmored Division
and the 75th Infantry Division. Its miasion was to ocunterattack
‘and soreen right to the Meuse River., (53)

The 422nd and 423rd regiments, 108th Infantry D:\.viaion, surround-
od in the Schnee Eifel on 17 Decembeyr surrendered on 20 Descember
after a helf-hearted attempt to fight their way west %o St. Vithe (54)

On the 22nd the 12 88 Panzer joined in an attack agalnst the 7th
Armored Division and abtached units making a atand west of Bi. _V’:l.'bh.
Already badly shaken from the atback the precssding day the Tth suow
coeded in hoiding.' Their position was precariocus, however. No
(51) ¢ p-114 (52) B p<117 (55) G p-114 (64) F p-158
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© resupply had been effected since they entered the salient on the 17th
and ammmition was lows By order of Fleld Marshall Montgomery they
‘were to withdraws On the morning of the 23rd, a daylight withdrawsl
wes bégun, wost across the 8alm River north of Vielsalm, passing through
the lines of the 82nd Airborme Division. Aeccomplished during heavy
German attaoks, losses agaln were heavy. | |
| The Ameriocan defense lines still denied to the Germans the use
of the vital road nsts to the north and west in 'Ehe northern aéotor-
- The 8ixth Pangzer Army making the main thrust had stelleds Failure
to attain first the Hlsemborn Ridge and then St. Vith, its attack
had stallede Heavy reinforocements to its assaulting divisions had
resulted in jammed roads, and. meny tenks had bogged down in the mude.
| 0n the 18 December the orowded romds had provided targets for the
mrioan Alr Foroe during the few hours of flying permitted by the
weather. The weether frbm 18~23 December for the most part renderad
elr support impossibles The Germans had ohosen this time to atiack
because weather forecasts had indicated fog for a period of several days.(56)
The stacking of assault units, one behind the 6-bher_ in the lime
ited road spaoce betwesn the horth flank and the St. Vith salient hed
" been a taotlical error on the paft of Dietrioh, the Fifth Panzer Army
| Commenders After the collapse of the 8t. Vith salient waluable tipe
was lost clearing the arsae (56)
than the Sixth the results might have been far different, Msuteu-
fel met his gohedule westward until his supply lines gave way. He
-had-kepiﬁ his Po.ﬁzef divisions moving west, bypessing Bastogne, leav-
Ing its redua-pion to his infantry divisions witﬁ tank supporte
Dietrioh, however, decided to make amother iry for routes to the
north and west by en attavk through the 82nd Alrborne Division in
the vioinity of Vielsalms Here the 82nd Alrborne Division linee ran
£ Tom Trois Ponts to Vielsalm then west Lo e orossroads south of Manw

hay where it joined with unite of the 3rd Armored Division. The

- (850 € p 116117
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oollapse of the B'l:.. Tith defense left the 82nd wi'g a salient at
Vielsalms On the 24 December the 2nd Panzer of the Fuehrer Escort
Brigade ettacked, the 2nd S8 Panzer atriking at the juction of the
82nd and 3rd Armored, the 9 88 Panzer directly west north of Viel
salme The 2nd 88 Panzer penetrated to Manhay, overrunning elements
of the 3rd and 7th Armored Diﬁsions. Fearing thet the 82nd Alre
borne Division's right flank would be turned and provide a gap
for the Germans %o pour through, and also probably influenced by
his desirs to "Put on a tidy show" Pield Marshall Montgzomery
ordered the 82nd to higher ground several miles to the ms£. The
line now ran dus sowtheast from Trols Ponts to Moxhaye. (B6)

Mistaking the wlthdrawal for & retreat the Germens regrouped
and attacked again the following daye Though heavy it was broken up
after a slight penetration. (56)

This was to be the last heavy attack on the north flank., Une-
~able to gain routes through First .&rmy'-s. 1lines on the Meuse they
now conoentrated on the sowth. On 23 December the weather improved
| and Allied tactieal planes were again in the air. Numerous alr
strlikés weré made against tank colurms and bonoentrationa a5 well
| as supply trains. Their effect began to tell in the reduction of
5‘t',he pressure againaﬁ the Allied iines-. Lack of air support, both
reconnaissence end combat atroraft had been a handioap in the early
days of the attack. It was to prove luvaluable in the reduction of
the German saliemt. (57)

‘ - Phe VII Corps had béen__pla_oa_d in the 1ine end the north flenk
| defense now extended from Butgenibach throﬁgh ¥s.lmedy, Trois Ponts,
Manhay, Laroche, Marche to the Meuse at Givet where it Jeined the
British 29th Household Cavalry Regiment, (58)

| _ British uniﬁs now defended the Meuse River line 'i'_rom Gilvet to
i.:lege- South of Givet were the 17th Airborne Division, the 1llth
Armored Division and several battalions of the Frenoh Army. (58)

Elements of the 2nd 88 Panser Division hed penstrated to
(58) ¢ p-120 (57) ¢ p-118 (68) ¢ Situation Map #10

(59) © p-122 B p-63
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Celles, four mi_.lea.from Dinant on the Meuse, and ;bo.cthy, four miles
down the rivers The 2nd U, S. Armored Division, with British units had
deatroyed them on 25-26 December. (69) Sy ol

The German situation was now preoarious. ‘g:bopped on the north
and faced with the probability of & counter attack at any polnt on
i'hs right i‘lank"@ iking sufficlent road nets in the oenter of the
a.r_ea. of penetration, and on the south the Third U, _B. Army was al-
féad,y advancing northwarde The possession of Bastogne,still held
by the 1018t Airborne and 1ts attached troops was of inoreasing ime
portances (80) ' '

VYon Rundatedf realized by 24 December thet it wes imposaibdle
to reach the Meuse Rivers Since the attaok had no anchor point in
the west the situation in that area was fluide The German High
Command advised withdrawing in order to conserve their alender re-
sources for fubure defense of the Rhine. Hitler refused to admit
defeat and ordered a ooncentrated attmck on Bastognee Three Volks
Grenadier Div'iaio_na. were added to the Seventh Army to help stop
the advenoing Third Us §. Army, Panser division, the lst, 9th,
and 13th with the Fushrer Bscort .Brigade wore ordered south to Bag-
tognes (61)

. Three division, the 2nd P&nzer, the Panzer Lahr and the 26
Volks Greonadier Divisions of 47th Panzer Corps had stinoked Baatogne
on 20 December after over rumning the 9th Armored Division elements
at Longvilly on the 19th. By this time the 1l0lst Airborne had had
time to oz:g;aniza the defenses. With orders only to occupy the town
if not strongly held, the Germans had hoped for a quick sucocess.
Failing to take it on the 20th, the twe panzer divisions passed on
west headed for the Msuse Rivere. One regiment of panzers was left
behind to assist the infantry in the capture of the towns On the 2lst
a ring had heen forméd enoireling the defenders and the assaults '
continued. Resupply was effected by air on 23 December. Though
(69) ¢ p-122 B p=63 (60) C p-126 (61) F p-190
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the fighting was severe the Germans made no substantial gains. (62 )

Hitler now ordered the 15th Panger Gremadier Division with ele=-
‘ments of the BBOth Volka Grenedier Division to reinforoe the assaulte
ing vnits. Two additional Volks Grenadier Divisioﬁs were added to
the Seventh Army to assist in holding off the Third Us S. Army. (62)

The III Corps, Third Us 8. Army on 22 December, advanced +o &
line generally east and west with Mortelange in the ocentere The
XII Corpe joined the III Corps .on the Tight,its line Qrbending to
Eohternach then bending south along the Sauer and Moselle. Air
auﬁport was provided by XIV Taoctical Air Command. (63) |

The advanoce continued ageinst inoreasingly stubborn reaistance
and by 26 December the 4th Armored Divislon was wi‘bﬁin five miles of
Bga'bogné. On the 26 December it suocceeded in foroing a narrow
corridor in to the tomn. Though the Germans battled to out the
corridor +the defenders of Bastogne could now be reinforoed and
supplied. (64)

The heaviest fighting for Bastogne was now to begine The Fueh~
ror Esoort Brigade, on the 28th made a desperate atteck to out the
ocorrldore This abtteck faileds By the first of the year the reln-
forcementa from Dietrich's Sixth Pmer Army had joined the assaulb-
ing forces around Bastognee A total of eight divisions were now
arrayed.around the town, attepting to reduce the sal'ien’c which ex«
tended into their lines of commmnicetion. (86) _

 On the west in the VIII Corps zone the 1lth Armored Division,
.a.néf-‘-g;;oﬂ-%bo-be joined by the 17th Airborne D_i'v'lision, and 87th Division
attacked northeastward in the general direction of Houffalizes Gen-
oral Eisenhowe.r feeling that the Meuse River was no longer in danger
of being forced hed personally ordered the abtacke. (66) |

The Gorman penetration had reached its deepest point on 24
_ December when the elements of the 2nd Panszer Division had reached
Celless Though heavy attacks oaused the Allied lines to rofuse
(82 F p 181-182 (63) E p-176 (64) E p-181 (66) B p-218 (86) P p~ 197
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in gome areas the.general trend was toward reduoti.tm of the German
salient.

The Allied lines now formed a solid wall around the penetra-
tion. German pressure had eased on the north flank es the First
| Te S+ Army planned 1ts sounterattack to open on 3 January 1945.
German forward elements, foreed by the threats to their flank, with-
drew to the east on & general line Marche, Rochefort end St. Huberte
- British XXX Corps olosed the gap existing betwesn the First and
Third Us Se Armies from Rochefort south to the vioinity of Neuf-
chateaus See Nap D _

The oounterattack 1s beyond the soope of thls monograph. But
mich hard fighting was necessary before the Germans were again driven
baock to the shelter of the West Walle

The effects of the offemnsive are stlll a much debated questlones
8ome authorities believe 1t shortened the war by several months
silnce the German rosefvés dlssipated in the a.'b'bac.sk weakened the dee
fense of the Rhineland and hastened the end. Others believe that it
llensthenad the war by causing the Allies to regroup to meet: the attaok

and then to redispose to conbinus the offenslive.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM o
In analysing and oritioising this offensive aotion we find that

the Germens, attaining complete surprise, breached the Allied lines
over a width of 60 miles and penetrated Allied‘ territory o a simi-
lar depthe _

A series of errors and miscaloulations resulted in the wealness
~ of the Ardennes area into which the Germens attackeds Allled in-
telligenoe officers first over estimated the effect of the German
d;eféat in the preceeding summer in France. They compounded that
error by under estimabing the Germen ability to recover and failed
o recognize indications of recovery which were plainly evident.

They further failed in properly evaluating end intorpz;ebing evidence
| of the troop moveménta prior to the offensive whi.oh indioa.ted an
offensive buildup in the arem oppoaite the Ardennca.
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Adolph Hitler was a oorporal in the Wermacht after four years
in World War I. _Ha was not a trained professional soldier yet as
head of a totalitarian state he could and did command the German
Army. Being unbrained his thinking and planning were unorthodox,
& faot to whioh 18 owed muoh of the early German .auooessea. This
fact was not recogniszed by the Allied High Ocmmend when it was des
oided to maintain a defense which wee little more than a soreene
_ ing force in the Ardemnes sector. It im signifioant that Vor
Rundstedt and Model, both well trained professional soldiers, obe
Jeoted to the Ardennes attack on the grounds thet it was beyond the
strength of the awvalleble forces. They recommended that the attack
be made in the Aschen ares in an attempt to eliminate the Allied
salient there which contained a heavy 'brdop ooncentrations This |
iz the area where the Allied Intelligenocs bellisved an attack would
be made, if the Germans did sasume the offensive,

The elaborate and drastlo means taken by the Germans to insure
surprise was far more successful than they had hoped, and was largely
respongible for the initlal successs However, had the Allled In=
telligenos been functioning properly it need not have been so
effective. The months of November end December are notorious for
poor flylng weather, in Burope, and the year 1944 was no exception.
This rendered impossible the reconnalssance flights necessary to
observe and worify reports from other intslligenoe aou&'oes.

The defense maintained by the Us 8. VIII CGorps 1n§ the Ardenues
gector was soarcely more than a soreening fo.rce. Distences between
a'l:_rong' points precluded mitual support, ccordinated fire plans and
enti-tenk defonsess Depth was lacking. The reserves, -'bhoush
mobile were inadequate for the 80 mile seotor, therefore it oan
be seld that mobllity was lecking. Saou.rity was insuffiolent to
guard against surprises Had patrolling been actively carried on
-Quring the 14«16 Déoembar the Germen preparations lmmedlately prior
to the attack would have bheen discoversd.
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It was not until or was brought inte action ag‘at the advenoing
Germans that the attack began to lose its momentums Armor mist be
utilized in the defense to provide the mobility and striking power
_néaﬁs"aa,ry to ocombat armor in the offemsive.

The Germsns committed more troops to the offense in the narrow
gap between the St. Vith sallent and the north flenk than the avail-
_able roads would acoommodete, The resulting jemmed highways ser=
lously hampered the attaock until after the fall of 8t. Vith and
mioch valuable Time was losts

o The lack of reserves was e handicap to the Allied High 'Oommand.
With only two divisions available in the Theatre reserve SCHAEF was
~ hard pressed to meet tho assaulte

The laock of Allied taotical alr support in the early days of the
offensive rescted favorable to the Germans. Had the westher per-
mitted continued air attacks on the heavy armored concentration in
the north corridor on 18~19 December, the results may well have
foroed the Germans to abandon the atback. German weather forecasts
had prediocted the weathsr conditions which existed prior to and dure
ing the éarly days of the a'bta.ﬁk. It proved a. valueble allys

While the Gema.ns had oreated a wide gap in the Allied lines,
the stand at St, Vith and at Bas'bogna had the effeot of narrowing
the gap since they limited the available road space in the penew
trated areas The available roads would not support e thrust to the
Mouse Rivers While the German commenders realized thias, Hitler did
not and ordered the a.fto.ok continued long after its failure was
cortain.

LESSONS
Lessons to be gained from a study of this offensive action are

1isted bolows
l. In the caloulatlon of risks oonaidera‘bion ghould be given

e ¢ i R e A S L

to the- unor’chodox ohara.oter of 't.ha th.’mking of ’che onemy high oommand.

2a I'b is 'bhe funeti on of intelligenoe to evalua'be and mterpretﬁ_"_
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in_fg;mtion end apply it to the tactical situation in terms of
oa.pabili;'bie's. _ |

Be Surpriae is an essential element in a aucceaai‘ul abtaoke.
.Adequa.te seouri'by mea sures mat be undertaken to assure aurpriae.

4, Defenss should be orgenized in depthe

B. Mutusl support mist be provided between strong polnts in
defonses m_ﬂ_ R . - _
e A ooordinated fire plen is necessary in a properly cons
strueted defense.

Te coordimted anti-to.nk defanse plans must be. formla'bed.

Be Hobility mus’o be provided by adequate reservess

Ge Seo{iriw suffioien'b to guard against surprise mist be maine
tained. | |

10. Adequa.ta regorves mst be min’bained by all echelons of
oomand fro:m.the pla'boon to Theatra.

..... 11. Air reoonnaisaanoe is neoessary in modern warfa.re.

12, Tactical air support is valuable in defense as well as offensee

13. .&rmor muat 'be inoluded :I.n the d.efanae 'l;o provide the mobil=-
ity and a;;ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁg power naoessary to oombat armor which will be in=
| variably committed in the offense.

14, The number of troops which can be committed in.an offensive
aotion is limited by the_a‘;_a.ila._bla road a:nd TMBNOUTEY a_ps.ce..

16+ The width of the base limits the depth of the pemetration.
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